1 ——— 


n 
>” 


$2.30 


* 
* 
V 7 4 of 
"4 ; 
7 


8 


ff 


THE 


BOROU G : 


Being a FaiTHFUL, tho” Humorovs, 


DESCRIPTION, 


| Of ONE er the 
on GARRISONS, 
4 
S EA- PORT TOWNS, 
1 
GREAT-BRITAIN: 
With an ACCOUNT of bs , © 


TEMYER and COMMERCE of the 
INHABITANTS: 


Left by 2 Native of the Phce, who was loſt in 
the Victory Main of War ; 


And now publiſhed for the Banefit of the Gentlemen of the 
Navy, and the Entertainment of the reſt of Mankind. 


9 


By KOBERT WILKINS 


p— TY 
* 


E 0 


LON D O N: 


Frinted for M. PAYN E, at the White Hart. th Pater- 
Nefter-Row. M. DCC. XLVIII. 


Price SIXPENCE. ) 


iS SD 


& Ya 


—— 


— E 1 0 
* * rr Wert * if 
2 SI 
* - G > — 25 a % 8 8 4 y 


(ii) 


„ ; o 
* 7 at - g 5 
- . / 
. / '4Þ Wl — = 3 U e A TC &- - . 1 1 2 f % * 
— : 7 1 5. r 95 Wy - ** 5 5 wt} % 4 c 
K J " L 2 * F a — 1 * 7 


To the Rionr Honour aBLE 


GEORG E, 


LOo RD ANSON, BARON of 
SOBERTON, &c. 


My Lord, 


HE following little Tract, 

formed upon your Lord 
ſhip's Manor of Soberton, was 
left with me by a very. parti- 
cular Friend, before he went to 
Sea, 1n the late Victory Man 
of War ; and being an Orphan, 


i does th all Humility, crave 


your Lordſhip's favourable No- 
tice. It contains ſome Obſer- 


vations that may be of Uſe to 
the 
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(Wy 
the Gentlemen of the Navy, in 
particular, and others who vi- 
ſit a Town-of. ſo great Reſort, 
on their neceſſary Vocations, or 
to gratify a laudable Cunolity. 
With what Tranſport muſt 
every Briton behold the floating 
Trophies of your Lordſhip's 
happy Succeſs ? And how muſt 
that Tranſport encreaſe, when 
he ſees and reflects upon the 
ſuddenly animating Influence of 
fo noble a Precedent ? Your 
Lordihip, and Sir Peter War- 
ren, gloriouſly reſtored the al- 
moſt decayed Honour of the 
Britiſh Flag; and Sir Edward 
Hawke, well deſerves the Ho- 
nour he has obtained, in bravely 
following fo gallant” an Exam- 
ple. -. Surely, my Lord, this is 
| | 2 
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(v) 
a Theme I might be excuſed 
to dwell upon; but as you 


poſſeſs other 'Virtues, beſides 
Valour and Conduct, and, like 
a true Heroe, love rather to 
do great Actions, than to hear 
them publiſhed, I ſhall forbear 
the Attempt ; and only ſay, 1 
do not doubt, but your Lord- 
ſhip, and the other great Ex- 
amples, will inſpire the whole 
Navy of England, with ſuch 
Ardour, as ſhall convince our 
Enemies, that his moſt excel- 
lent Majeſty King GEoRGE has 
Maritime Plenipotentiaries e- 
nough, willing and able to treat 
with them in ſuch a Language, 
as ſhall bring them to Reaſon. 
This is what may well be 
expected and hoped for, as 


your 
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Navy, 
nour of the Nation. 


(#) 


8 your Lordſhip can both direct 


and execute, whatever may con- 


cern the Glory of the Britiſh 
and in that, the Ho- 


Permit me then, my Lord, 
to hope your Pardon for this 


public Addreſs; and to have the 
Honour to ſubſeribe myſelf, 


2 it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
Tour Lordſhip 8 moſt 
Obedlient, and moſt 


Humble Se roant, 


RobEkTf WILKINS: 


Ut 


AEF 
1 0 THE 


* E AD E R. 4 


A YING obforved, that no kind of Writ- 
ing ſo naturally induces us to read, as 
that which contains an Account of different 
Sorts of People, Cuſtoms, and Manners ; be- 
cauſe there we find ſomething neu and uncom- 
mon, that pleaſes * 1 us : I have pre- 
ſumed, in the following Sheets, to give you a full 
and true, tho ſhort Hiſtory of my Native Town. 
And could 1 anſwer as well for my Mother, as I 
think I can for my Father, I might venture alſo 
to affirm my Legitimacy, and give my Narrative 
the Air of being Authentic, by ſubſcribin 
4 Name to 2 Auer. hut Fel na gr 92 
5 cion on that Side, I leave it to your Candour to 
determine for me and my Performance, and fhall 
make no further Apology for the Omiſion. I 
have ftill the Satisfaction to believe, that I came 
into the World pretty much like my Neighbours 
bere, and retain a. good deal of the Spirit and 
Complexion of the Place: IT differ indeed in this, 
| that Jam willing to lack à little beyond myſelf, 


(* 
and do ſomething that may tend to the Advantage 
of Perſons I never ſaw, and have no fort of Ex- 
peBiations from, but this Angle One, that ſuch a 
rare Inſtance of Benevolence, will recommend 
2 digointed Piece to their favourable Peru- 


6 

T ſhall only add, by way of Caution, that I 
hope no Ch rondlogiſts will take it into their wiſe 
Heads, to contend about fixing the Time when 


theſe Sheets were compoſed becauſe ſuch Diſ- 
utes generally tend to inflame. the Paſſions, with- - 
out giving any Light to the Underſtanding. All 


that I can declare about is, that the greater Part 
is @ Tranſcript from ſome looſe Papers, left by 

Great Uncle on my Fathers Side, a very merry 
old Batchelor ; with which I have taken the Li 
berty to blend an Obſervation or two of my own, 
but without any Diſtinction, but what ariſes 
from thoſe very Fats themſelves, which have 
taken Place fince his death : upon the whole, 


' though, I may pretty roundly affirm, that it is 


but little applicable ta the preſent Stock, my 
moſt worthy Cotemporaries gf this Place, whom 


I exceedmgly reverence and efteem for | their 9 


traordinary Capacities and Virt ues. 
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H E Town I am about to diflect, is ſitu- 
ated in a ſmall Iſland, cloſe to the Sea; 
and is not only a Garriſon, but a very 
conſiderable Sea-Porr, from whence it 
takes it's Name; having the Advantage of one of the 
fineſt Harbors in the known World, wherein are con- 
ſtantly ſeen Forty or Fifry Men of War, with Room 
for as many more, which may go in or out every Tide. 

The Town, conſiſting of about Six Hundred 
Houſes, is encloſed within a Stone-Wall, ſeveral 
Feet thick and deep; and upon that, a very thick 
Mud-Wall, as high, or rather higher, than the 
Tops of the Houſes; fo that the Inhabitants are 
conſtantly buried in Smoak : But as the greateſt 
Part of them are Natives of the Place, and upon 
that Account inured to it, they ſeldom mention it 
as an Inconvenience. They are badly ſupplied with 
Water, having none but what partakes of a faline 
Quality; and even this ſo very ſcarce, that were it 
not for Showers of Rain, which is moſt induſtriouſly 
catched by every Body, the People could not poſ- 
ſibly ſubſiſt. As it is, if their Conſtitutions were not 
of a very peculiar Make, they would Jong before now 
have attempted a Remedy for ſo great an Evil ; but 
when ſuch a Thing is propoſed, they wiſely anſwer, 
that their Fathers and Grandfathers contented them- 
ſelves with what Water the Town afforded, and why 


ſhould they irreverently quit the Road of their Pro- 
B geaitors ? 


(2) 
enitors? Not conſidering, what Danger they are 
in of a Conflagration, ſhould a Fire happen in the 
Town, eſpecially at Low-Tide; and yet, by the 
Force of ſuch ſagacious Reaſoning, they are 
contented to pay, one Houſe with another, Forty 
Shillings per Annum, for ſo wretched a Supply of 
this Commodity, | 
You will naturally expect ſome ſubſtantial Rea- 
ſon ſhould be given for this extreme Supineneſs, in 
a People, who (if you will take their own Words for 


it) are, without Exception, as wiſe and politic, as 


any of his Majeſty's good Subjects. Indeed none can 
be aſſigned, but a low, ſordid Spirit, ariſing from 
the Circumſtances they have been conſtantly brought 
up in; for you muſt know, the Traders here, whoſe 
Origin I cannot boaſt of, ſubſiſt themſelves and 
Families, by dealing one amongſt another; by 
which, and the exorbitant Advantages they make 
of all Strangers that reſort thither, they common 
get a pretty handſome Livelihood. And yet the Ge- 
nerality of theſe Dealers, are ſo modeſt, as to rank 
themſelves above common Tradeſmen ; but for no 
other Reaſon, that I could ever learn, than the very 
large, but ſecret Traffick they conſtantly carry on 
with the Shipping; which is ſo very notorious, that 
the? we have a Cuſtom-Houſe here, I am credibly 
informed, the whole Income for Imports and Ex- 
ports, rarely pays the Officer's Salaries: having, 
therefore, no Men of Property among us, it is but 
{mall Wonder, that no fort of Improvements have 
ever been thought of; and truly (two Perſons ex- 
cepted, who were infamous for their Gains, by the 
Methods aforeſaid) I could never hear of any pro- 
perly qualified for Members. of Parliament ; which 
doubtleſs is the true Reaſon, why our Repreſenta- 
tives are always ſent us from a- loft. A rich Burgher 
is one, who has met with ſo much Succeſs in the 
1 World, 
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(3) 
World, as to be able to parchaſe the Houſe he lives 
in ; and if, by a further Improvement of his Stock, 
he is afterwards in a Condition to buy a Publick- 
Houſe, (which is always both Tavern and Ale- 
Houſe) and ſupply it with his own Merchandiſe, 
we then eſteem him à very great Man, I fancy 
this State of ours is to be envied; for as we con- 
ſtantly rate the Value of Perſons and Things, meerly, 


dy the cloſer, or more diſtant Relation they ſtand in to 


our own Intereſt ; and moft of us very well knowing 
that our Fathers began the World. with Forty Sbil- 
lings, and gave us their Children ſuitable Educa- 
tions; we are not liable to be impoſed upon by the 
Riches, Honour, or Underſtanding of Strangers, 
whom we reſpect, no further than as we get by 
them ; preferring a Cobler, by whom we profit 
Five Shillings, to a Prince in any ether View. 
Upon ſuch fort of Principles, we maintain ourſelves . 


like a little Republic; being moſt harmoniouſly 


united in one common Diſpoſition, to make every 
Advantage we can, without troubling ourſelves with 
the nice Diſtinctions of Honour and Juſtice, and 1 
know not what hard Names, which we, nor out 
Fore-fathers ever underſtood. 

It ſometimes falls ont, that we have but few, or 
no Ships in our Port, and ſcarce any Strangers in 
Town to view the Fortifications; in that Caſe, we 
live penuriouſly upon the Jaſt Profits, except the 


Time, which (during this Vacation) we take up in 


ſettling Accounts with one another; for then, if 
they turn out well, we entertain ourfelves hand- 
ſomely, and live for a little while, in ſome kind of 
Neighbourly Society: but at no Time elſe 3 for he 
who entertains his Neighbours out of due Seaſon, 
is ſhrewdly ſuſpected of having ſome - clandeſtine 
Deſign ; and is always looked upon, as a Perſon 


dangerous to the Corporation, It being a ſettled 
B 2 Maxim 
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64) 
Maxim with us, that the Man who ſhews any Ap- 


pearances of Hoſpitality, muſt have ſome very bad 


Scheme in his Pate, or elſe is going the High-Road 
to Poverty, a Sin we have in the utmoſt Abhorrence. 
This Maxim, however ſtrange, is founded upon 
each Individuals private Experience; who is con- 
ſcious, that he never beſtows any Thing upon 
others, without having a ſiniſter View to his own 
Advantage. In ſhort, the very Eſſence of our 
Corporation i is Intereſt: for the Mayor, who 1s our 
chief Magiſtrate, has a Profit accruing from every 
Thing we eat or drink; and preſiding (like any 
little Abriggement of Law and Equity) in our ſu- 
preme Court of Judicature, makes great Advan- 
tages from a ſkilful Management of the Scale—— 
for all Fines are his own. 

As I have mentioned his Worſhip, our Mayor, 


and the Corporation, it may be expected I ſhould 


give ſome Account of the Manner, and Form of 
his Election, and of the worthy Members, that com- 
poſe that venerable Body. 

The Mayors uſed to bh annually choſen by a Ma- 


jority of Votes, of the Aldermen and Burgeſſes to- 


gether ; but of later Years, it is generally ſettled 
by the Aldermen alone, previous to the Day of Elec- 
tion, There ſhould be Twelve of this Denomina- 
tion, (the Mayor included, who has two Votes) 
but for Reaſons of State, it has for ſome Time 
been looked upon as a Thing quite needleſs, to fill 
up the Vacancies of Aldermen who were dead, or 
had loſt their Senſes, that the Management of the 


Town might be thereby veſted in fewer Voices, 


which is judged a very prudent Method, as it cer- 
tainly balances the Votes on the right Side. There 
was once a Scheme on foot, for the Magiſtrates to 
ſucceed in turn, but that was thought to be at- 
tended with ſome Hazard, as the Majority might 
* | chance 
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chance to warp on the wrong Side: tho? I rather be« 
lieve it was dropped, upon Account of the next Elec- 
tion ; the Benefit of which, to the returning Officer, 

is known to be Five Times the Advantage of being 
Mayor. | | 
This Right Worſhipful Body, till within theſe 
few Years, would have been puzzled to produce one 
Man among them, that could both write and read 
in a tolerable Manner; but having introduced ſome 
of the learned in the Law among them, they are 
really greatly improved; and I believe more than 
half have given over ſetting their Mark. And it 
is to be hoped, with the Aſſiſtance of the aforeſaid 
Gentlemen, they will be enabled, in Time, to make 
a further Progreſs in what has been ſo happily be- 
un; if they don't chance to fall into the ſame Di- 
mna with: the Sheep in the Fable, who choſe the 
Wolves for their Keepers : how literally the whole 
may be applied, both to one and the other, I leave 


other People to determine. | | 

I think I have ſaid all that is neceſſary, of thoſe 
we call the chief People of the Town, excluſive of 
the Gentlemen of the Garriſon, whom we never rank 
among us. But, like a true Burgher, I think of the 
principal Thing laſt, and have omitted to give an 
Account of our Religion——which, as it chiefly con- 
ſiſts in outſide Shew, may be done, by juſt enu- 
merating the Places of Publick Worſhip. The 
only Church in the Town, is large and hand- 
ſome ; we have beſides, a Meeting- Houſe built by 
Subſcription, which may well vie with the Houſe 
7 and a Chapel for the Uſe of the Gar- 
riſon. 

Our Church is very much crouded on a Sabbath- 
Day, and a Stranger would be apt to imagine, at 
his firſt Entrance, that he was ſurrounded, by a very 
opulent and 'polite Set of People, as well by — 


(6) 

Elegance of their Dreſs, as Behaviour; for he 
would certainly ftand the "whole Service out, with- 
out being diſturbed by any Civilities offered him. 

If his Devotion led him to the Meeting Houſe, 
he would think by the profound Silence which 
reigned there, and the ſtrict Attention paid the 
Preacher, that the Congregation were affembled, 
with no other Intent but to ferve the Lord. 
However, if he was to ſtay any Time among us, 
1 fancy he would be convinced that he was too pre- 
cipitate in his concluſion, 

The Chapel, which is large, and extremely well 
ſituated, ſeems to be deſigned for thoſe who fre- 
quent fuch Places, with no ther View, but to offer 
the Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; and 1 
believe it 15 never made ufe of, but by fuch devout 
Worſhippers; for there is room at all ſimes, for 
a whole Regiment of Soldiers. 

Now if my ſagacious Reader can diſcern by this, 
what our Religion really is, I will readily confeſs 
it is more than I was ever able to do, who have 
lived here from my Birth. 

The next Thing 1 ſhall take notice of, is the 
Town-Hall. This Edifice has been lately rebuilt, 
at the Expence of the Corporation; but not without 


Hopes of being one Day reimburſed, by the large 


Contributions of our preſent, and fature Members 


of Parliament: It is ſupported by Stone Arches ; 


the ſuperſtructure Brick; containing one (it ought 
to be ſpacions) Room, and a Council-Chamber; 
but both ill contrived and exceſſive ſmall. The 
Ourſide (for which in all Things we have, by much, 
the greateſt Regard) is indeed noble and uniform ; 
one End being ornamented by a handſome Portico, 
and the other by a Venetian Window. Indeed the 
whole Building may be well compared to the om 
bers of the Borough, in their Scarlet and Furs; 


— 
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pompous External, but very ſmall, dirty and irre- 
gular within, 5 
Having ſaid enough of the civil Conſtituents of 
this Town, and the Public Edifices, that at diffe- 
rent Times encloſe them; I ſhall now conſider a 

little particularly, the mercantile Part; of which I 
have already made ſome Mention, 

Our People aſſume the Character of Merchants, 
becauſe of the Purchaſes that are commonly made 
of all Goods (on Board every Veſſel that comes into 
Port) that are damaged by Diſtreſs of Weather, or 
otuer Accidents; which they carefully land, and 
carry generally to the Tops of Houſes, leaded for 
that Purpoſe. Soine are placed in large upper 
Rooms; and after being well dried and ſorted, the 
greateſt Part is diſperſed among their Dealers in the 
Inland Country; who, to ſave the Charge of Land- 
Carriage from London, traffick with us with great 
Satisfaction, imagining that upon an Average, they 
have theſe Commodities much cheaper. What 
does not go off this Way, we. retail in our own 
Shops, at Twenty per Cent, more than the 
ſame Goods are fold for, in every trading City, or 
Town in Great-Britain: and leſt any accidental 
Cuſtomer, with more than common Optics, ſhould 
penetrate into this Myſtery of Righteouſneſs, we 
have always Samples of the beſt Goods expoled in 
our Shops——while the grand Affair lies fate in our 
Warehouſes. 

But the Ships afford us a ſtill more enlarged (and, 
as it is ſecret and illegal, a better reliſhed) Source of 
Wealth; namely, the prime Commodities, the 
produce of Sailors Ventures, Perquiſites of the 
Cargoe, and ſo forth; which, tho' we procure 
them very cheap, we never fail to {ell at the ſame 
Price as others do, who nat underſtanding the 
World, pay Cuſtom, Sc. particularly Tea, 92 
| ce 
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fee, Chocolate; Wines of all Sorts ; ſpirituous Li- 

uors; Silks, and many other Things, both for 

ſe and Ornament. The Wines and Spirits we 
procure thus, we never fail adulterating for our 
Shops, but always reſerve a Quantity neat and 
intire for our own Tables, Thus we ſupport ourſelves 
in full, and moſt luxurious Plenty: We I mean, 
who deem ourſelves, ſubſtantial, honeſt Dealers ; 
while our Gains are conſtantly laid out in buying 
up Sailors Tickets, whom we make pay thirty or 
forty per Cent. Diſcount, beſides oblige them to 
take Parcels of our heavy Wares, by way of Ac- 
knowledgment for the Favour we ſhew them, 

The poor People amorg us, are chiefly ſupported 
by their Labour in the Dock-Yard, a Place 1 ſhall 
take Notice of hereafter. Theſe Men are much 
eaſed in their Houſe-keeping, by the Beef and Pork 
they procure from the Ships, and the Firing they 
conſtantly bring home with them once a Day from 
the Yard, But even their beſt Gains ariſe from the 
ſecret Trade of the more honourable Sort, which yet 
would ſcarcely be ſo beneficial to them, if it was 
poſſible to do without their Aſſiſtance, Add to this, 
the great Number of Beeves and Hogs that are killed 
here for victualling the Navy, makes offal a very 

lentiful and cheap Commodity. So that one 
F bing with another, the Poor are but a ſlight Bur- 
then to this induſtrious Borou ggg. 

As I don't conſider the Officers of the Navy, and 
other Reſidents of the like Kind, as genuine Townf- 
men; I ſhall give no further Account of them, 


than as we get by them, which will be beſt included 


in a ſhort Deſcription of our Female Merchants, 
and their Method of Traffick. A diſtinguiſhed 
Body I aſſure you ! who do almoſt as much for 


the Advantage of the Community, and with as 


great Succels, as the Men themſelves, Bur 
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But perhaps I already ftand condemned in my 
Reader's Opinion, as a rude and unpoliſhed Writer, 
for omitting to mention our fair Ladies ſooner. 
can only ſay, in my Excuſe, that I am an old 
Bachelor, and ſeldom care to think of them, but 
when I can't avoid it. And ſince I have unfortu- 
nately ſtumbled on the uncouth Subject, and being 
ſenſible too, that my Age will not let me pleaſe 
them, nor my Poverty profit them; I ſhall without 
any kind of Ceremony give them their juſt Cha- 
racter, which perhaps I am better able to do, than 
a younger or a richer Man : hoping (fo much re- 
gard for the Sex have I ſtill alive within me) that 
the riſing Generation may profit by the Examples of 
the maturer Part, and learn betimes to-abhor the 
Practices, which have made their Mothers, Aunts 
and Grandmothers, infamous. pKa 

The Ladies of this Place, and the Parts adjacent 
are very numerous, and moſt of them accounted. 
handſome ; and if my poor weak Eyes enable me 
to judge aright, I think in any ſmall Town, I never 
ſaw prettier Women: their Complexions are fine; 
their Shapes very good — at a certain Age; and 


their Clothes, what no one could expect from Peo- 


ple of ſuch ſmall Beginnings, - who was unacquainted 
with the great Art and Induſtry they ule to equip 


therpſelves ſo gaily, —I with J could add genteely. 
The young Sea-Officers, in particular, who con- 


tinually frequent this Place in great Numbers, are 
the natural and lawful Prey of theſe Female Cor- 


morants. With them they labour, by all the Arts 


in their Power, to cultivate the moſt intimate Ac- 
quaintance: and as Gentlemen of this Order are not 
over ſhy, it is no difficult Thing for a pretty deſign- 
ing Woman to make her Advantage; for as they 


profeſs this to be their grand View, they are not 
over ſcrupulous as to the Methods of ſecuring it, be- 
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| ing very liberal of their Company and their Charms, 
| be what will their Station, either Wives of fingle 
| Women, | 1 
| Aſter a conrſe of Gallantries abroad, the next 
l Step is the alluring theſe free, open-hearted Sparks 
| (who would purſue their Pleafures even in a Lion's 


Den) to their own Houſes ; where they regale them 
with the greateſt Freedom and Profuſeneſs that 
is, with the Produce of their own former Favours: 
for theſe notable Houſewives ſeldom return from on 3 
Board empty- handed; to ſay nothing of what is a 
ſent after them by the Ship's Boats Velyets, Silks, © 
&c. for the young Ladies to diſpoſe of among their = 
Friends, who for ſelling two Pieces, have one for © 
themſelves, at leaſt, ſome acceptable Preſent for . 
their Trouble. And this fort of Commerce ies 
eſteemed ſo honourable and ſo beneficial among us, 5 
that even the grave Matrons engage in it; who, for 
the Sake of a Commiſſion now and then, connive at 
| all the Exceſſes of their Daughters. The Women 
who have no Habitations of their own, can but 
barter meer Dalliance for their Apparel; but they 
do it ſo effectually, and witha] ſo openly and pro- 
feſſedly, that there are ſome here who will under- 
take to tell you, from whom every viſible Orna- 
ment about them is derived, nay,and from what parti. 
cular RATE too: and I have heard ſome 
young Fellows aver, that they could pick out any 
young Woman of this Town, from among Forty 
ſtrange ones, in the Dark, only by touching her 
Lips: my own * Nephew, a Man of about Fifty, 
| and a Sailor, confirms this from his own Experi- 
| ence, When I reflect on theſe Things, I thank 
Heaven that I have never been in a Condition to 


| have Children of my own: for what Man of any 
; Feeling could bear, as my Neighbours do, to have = 
| This was my Father's elder Brother, 
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next Comer, and traffick w y, 
Thus much, indeed, I àm bound in Juſtice to 
ſay in their Excuſe, that this Conduct is in a gogd 
Meaſure owing to the mercenary Tempers of their 
Husbands; who will not ſee any Thing amiſs, while 
they gain by it either in their Shops or at their La- 
bles; neyet betraying the Jeaſt Symptoms of Un- 

| | - ; eaſiaels, 


(11) 
their Wives and Daughters grappled by every y 
Fellow, for a paltry Preſent, N make 2 
better than they ought. - 
This inſatiable Thirſt of Gain, which (like Hell 
and the Grave can never be ſatisfied) is not confined 
to Angle young Fellows, as the Objects of Prey 


but even married Men are induſtriouſly entrap 
to the Deſtruction of the Harmony and Welfare of 
many a hopeful Family. All is Fiſh that comes to 
Net; the Young or Old, Married or Unmarried, 
Handſome or Ugly, Drunk or Sober, all are alike 
received, proyided they pay well. Nor do I find 
in this noble Traffick there is any Difference main- 
tained, between the married and Angle Women 
except, that the latter have larger Conveniences of 

1 


Trade. Nor do the ſingle Women ſeem to en 


F * 8 


this Situation, ſince they think they can enjoy 
they eſteem valuable without Husbands; publickly 
Profeſſing;. they will marry "ny Body——or no, Body, 
but — for Intereſt. Theſe Laſſes, intoxicated 
their unhounded Pleaſures, do not imagine they th 
ever grow old; never once dream that the Time 
will come, when all they can do or ſuffer, won't 
procure them any more Civilities: the ſevereſt In- 


ſtances of this Kind have no manner of Power over 
them. Nay, the Married ones ſeem equally infa- 


. 


tuated; who, in Oppoſition to Examples, attended 


with the moſt ſhocking Circumſtances, reſolutely 


purſue the ſame Path; and, tho their very Dealers 


have confeſſed and betrayed them, will turn to the 
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eaſineſs, but when the Chaps fail in their Preſents, 
To ſuch exceſs has this proceeded, that it is no un- 
common Thing among us, contentedly to hear the 
infallible Tokens of other Mens Civilities to our 
Wives, viſibly pointed out in the Childrens Faces 
that feed at our Tables; and there is ſufficient Rea- 
ſon to preſume that we have very good Men among 
us, who became Husbands with no other View, but 
to increafe the Number of their ſaleable Commo- 
dities; for they do every thing, but, openly prot- 
titute their Wives, for a valuable Confideration, 
But if it happens that the poor Woman ſhould have 
the Sex's Falling, and be civil to a Man ſhe likes, 

Who pays only in Returns of meer Love; ſhe can 
never expect any Sort of civil Uſage at Home, till 
ſhe has found ſome other, who by his Generoſity 
and Profuſeneſs, enables her to compound —for 
the Joſs of her Honour. 

Thus we fee, how the Tempers and Conftitg- 
tions of People are, by Degrees, adapted to the 
State of Life they are engaged in; and how Cuſtom 
and long Habitude, makes all Thing not only eaſy 
but delightful. Fot my own Part, I can't help 

concluding, but that were we to inure ourfelves, 
Step by Step, to what is generally agteed to be 


virtuous and good, we might, in Time, make great 


Advances towards Perfection, and with much -lefs 
Difficulty than we retreat to it's contrary. But 1 
will leave it to wiſer Heads than mine to determine 
this Point: for while ſo many Nations of Men, dif- 
fer ſo widely in their Opinjons © of Rightand Wrong; 
,and what is deemed laudable in one Place, is dia- 
metrically oppoſite in another; I deſpair of ever 
"knowing one Univerſal Rule, either for Actions or 
Opinions: and as long as Men have the Liberty of 
thinking for thernſees, Jam ſtrongly inclined to 


believe they will take that of acking 2 themſelves. 
Many 


(13) 

Many and bold Attempts, indeed, have been made 
to circumſeribe hh; bur I could never find they 
had any very uſeful Effects, except at particular 
Times and Places. This Female-Subject, as it al- 
ways does, has made me more grave than ſuits with 
my natural: Temper. | L 
I think I have ſaid enough of the inbred Inhabi- 
tants of this Town, their Methods of Trade, their 
Religion and Morals, and the induſtrious and com- 
municative Tempers of the Female Part. I ſhall 
now confider the Officers of the Government, both 
Civil and Military; and ſo proceed with the For- 
tit cations, and other curious Ann in their 
Order. a 0 

The p 7. in Profit, het not Dignity of Office, 
(for this is our Rule of Eſtimation) is the Preſident 
of the Cuſtoms ;- ho with the ſeveral Employments 
annexed - makes it, © communibus Annis, a 
Thouſand Pounds. The Gentleman who fills this 
Station, is ſometimes the younger Son of-a -good Fa- 
mily, who being thruſt into the World very early, 
is, to rid his Honour, the eldeſt Brother, of an In- 
cumbtance, advanced hy Degrees to Poſts of con- 
ſiderable Profit. But it is much to be lamented, 
that he does not always bring with him a Gentle: 
man's Education; or at leaſt, that he has not been 
uſed to the Converſation of thoſe, who enjoy that ad- 
vantage: he would not then have recourſe to the Au- 
thority and Power of his Office, to ſupport his Cre. 


dit as a Man of Senſe; which he never fails to do, 


when he happens in cke Company of Mon of a 
Underſtanding, but ſeſs Fortune than himſelf. 

The next is our Primier Miniſter for his Me jeſty's 
«Fleet. - A Poſt of nobody Leue what Prod 
—— Now; if any Gentleman in this "Office; ſhould 
happen to have two ot three Sons, and out of De- 


ome to his great Merie, they are placed * 
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him, with handſome Salaries, and the Addition of 


2 pretty Sine-cure, or ſo; a Purſery for Example, 

tho” neither of them ever did or ever. would go to 

Sea, I aſk, Would not this be thought a remark - 
le Piece of OEconomy in the Diſpoſal of the 
ublic Money. I only put the Queſtion, en paſſant, 

becauſe | remember about thirty Years ago, an In- 

we of ſuch Frugality 1 in a Neighbouring Scaport- 
own. 

Theſe two Commiſſion-Men, (who are the only 
ones of Note in the Civil Emyloyment) are Perſons 
of great Power here, and inſepurable in their Com- 
pany and Intereſt; affecting very little Familiaricy 
with any but cheir own Species, except at Election- 

Ames. |. - 

The Miliary Gentlemen alſo keep themſelves a 
diſtinct People, and never care to herd with us 
Townsfolk: but this is eaſily accounted for, as 


they are generally well bred Men, who cannot = | 
'Ruſticit * and brutal Ill-Manners. We endeavour 


tho? to be as {remiſs as they in cultivating a Correi- 
pondence; not becauſe they ſhew that Contempt 
for us we perhaps deſer ve, but for their profeſſing to 
know us too well, to be over- reached by us; for 
their extreme Parſimony and Unwillingneſs to in- 
creaſe our. Stock. Soldiers make their Fortunes with 


Danger and Difficulty, and ſpend them with Cau- 


tion ; eſpecially the graver Sort, of which ours 
chiefly conſiſt. 
W. haye alſo a Phyſician or two among us, one 


of which, by his interfering with. Concerns, that 


do not properly belong to him, may be called an 
Officer, 'tho? whether civil or military, I am at a 
Loſs to determine; but by the Sword he. wears 
ſometimes, and a certain bluſtering Air he puts on, 
Jam inclined to range him with the military Band 
n as he * conſiderable Fan 


) 5 
by that Body. This Gentleman is ſo great « Fa- 
vourite with ſome People, that all our Placemen 
and their Dependants muſt encourage him or be 
frowned upon. But notwithſtanding theſe Advan- 
tages, there is another, who has no Power to re-. 
commend him but his Knowledge and Skill in dis 
Profeſſion, nor any Influence but what his humane 
and polite Behaviour gives him, who may well vie 
for true Merit with any Man in the whole County. 
As we have no Right of approving or diſappro- 
ving our Parſon, but paſſively take ſuch as the 
neighbouring College is pleaſed to ſend us; we are 
ſeldom troubled with Maſter Vicar's Reſidence, but 
take up with his Curate ; who to do him Juſtice, by 
his great Qualifications has gained our Hearts, as 
well as our Subſcriptions. Many he wins by the 
Force of his Eloquence, who do not underſtand it;; 
more by his ſound and uſeful Doctrine, who do not 
practiſe it; and all by his ſociable Temper and 
Cchearful-Converſation, over a Pipe and a Bottle. 

Before I wholly take my Leave of the Town, 1 
muſt make Mention of our Aſſembly, which was 
originally conſtituted -by a late veherable leading 
Member of the Corporation, in Charity to three od 
Maids, who kept Houle together; which this 
Gentleman enlarged in Order to make a convenient 


- Pancing-Room, and by his Family%s Intereſt, and 


the Influence of ſo good a Motive, procured a very 
handſome Subſcription Quarterly, at Two Shilling: 
and Six-pence, For a conſiderable Time, this 
Rendeſvous of Pleaſure, continued frequented by 
the grave as well as gay of both Sexes, and was 
conducted with great Decency till at length the 
Jour Ones made it not quite ſo convenient for the 

tronly Ladies to come there; and ſome Sea- 


Gentlemen joining vigorouſly with them-cartied the 


Point: ſo that it is now of a very different Nature, 
| | tho? 


5 l 
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tho? more polite; for the Candles are changed into 
Wax, and the Method of chuſing Partners, accom- 
modated in an approved Manner: and that the Gal- 
lants may not want good Partners, they pay Sub- 
ſcriptions for ſome of them, and rather than ſtand 
ſtill, a Gentleman may dance with a Wench, who 


the Morning before, fold him a Pair of Gloves = 


and, by the Alteration of a little falſe Hair before, 
and. cropping and curling behind, not know the 


5 Semſtreſs's Shop-Maid, from my young Lady of 
good Family and great Fortune. 


I have now done with all Perſons and Things 
within our Gates; and ſhall proceed towards our 
Dock-Yard ; but in my Way muſt juſt ſtep into 
the Gun-Wharf, which manifeſtly” ſhews under 
whoſe Nomination the Officers there are appointed. 
Every thing is noble, neat and regular; and ſo 
well diſpoſed, as to be ready, at the leaſt Warning, 


on all Emergencies ; indeed, it muſt be ſeen, in 


order to form' a competent Judgment of it's Uſe 
and ExaCtneſs, and therefore, I ſhall not — 
a more particular Deſcription. 

About five Hundred Paces from hence, you enter 
the Dock-Yard ; which, for it's Conveniencies, is 
ſcarcely to be parallell'd. The Officers here are ge- 
nerally ſent by the Government; and are ſuch as by 
their Services at Sea have very well merited the 
pleaſant, comfortable Subſiſtence, they enjoy for 
Life; which is never diſturbed, but when a Fa- 
vourite creeps in, who always diſtinguiſhes himſelf, 
by his haughty and ſupercilious Deportment. Moſt 


of theſe Gentlemen, by their conſtant Attendance | 


on, and Application to their ſeveral Duties, very 
juſtly acquire the Advantages they make; and 1 
doubt not, but the Government are highly ſatisfied, 
as well with their Wen as Ability; or otherwiſe 
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we ſhould not hear ſo much of their prudent Con- 
duct in the Management of publick Affairs. | 

One great Inſtance of the Uſefulneſs of this Eſ- 
ſtabliſhment, is the Academy Royal, which will re- 
main a laſting Monument of the Projector's great 
Deſign. This Academy was intended for the Edu- 
cation and Nurſery of Noblemen, and Gentlemens 
Sons, in the Art of Navigation, and for a conſtant 
Supply of able Officers, to ſerve on Board his Ma- 
jeſty's Ships of War. The Edifice coſt the Nation 
originally, Eizht Thouſand Ponnds.—And the Ma- 
thematical Inſtruments of all Sorts, and other Im- 
plements, One Thou/and more. The Salaries of all 
the different Maſters amount to Five Hundred Pounds 
per Annum, beſides an additional Allowance to every 
Officer in the Yard, for his Attendance to inſtruct 
the Pupils in the ſeveral Branches of the Art.— 80 
that there is but a Rent Charge on the Nation, of 
One Thouſand Pounds a Tear —for training up our 
Youth, in a Science the moſt Beneficial to this Iſland?! 
and the Education of them is entruſted to ſo able a 
Preceptot, that there is little Room to doubt, but many 
excellent Men will receive the finiſhing Part of their 
Education in this noble Seminary. How much 
is it to be wiſhed, that ſome one was eſtabliſhed, 
for the training up young Gentlemen for the Land 
Service alſo. 
As I hope my Reader has done going to School, 
I ſhall do my beſt to conduct him ſafe back towards 
Town, and give him a curſory View of it's Forti- 
fications, Magazines, and other Curioſities of 
the like Nature. But before we entirely leave this 


Place, I muſt beg you to obſerve, that this Yard, 


and all the Stores. it contains, to the Value of One 


Million and a Half, together with the Gun-Wharf, 


are guarded only by the Fortifications we are now 
going to lee, | 
D The 
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The Town is very ſtrong towards the Sea, which 
doubtleſs is deſigned principally, to guard, not only 
the Ships that ride at Anchor yonder, but thoſe that 
are moored in the Harbour. That old Caſtle you 
ſee on the South Side, contains a very ftrong Bat- 


tery of Guns; under which, every Ship that comes 


in or out of this Port, is obliged to paſs very near. 
In times of Danger, there is, or ſhould be, a Go- 
vernor, and a competent Number of Soldiers; but 
for many Tears paſt, it has been kept by an old 
Serjeant and three or four Men, who ſell Cakes and 


Ale. As for Powder and Ball, our long profound 


Tranquility has ſuperſeded all Occaſion for ſuch 
dangerous Implements, 


On the oppoſite Side of this narrow Water, is | 


another Fort, with a-Row of large Cannon, and a 


Houſe and Barracks ſtrongly guarded by an old Iriſb 


Gunner, and four or five Invalids———but no ſuch 
Thing as Ammunition (except Bread, Cheeſe, Small 


Beer, and Gin) has appeared there for many Years ; 


the chief Uſe it is put to, is to accommodate the 
Ladies, who come there for the Benefit of the freſh 
Sea Breezes, or as a Place of retirement to recover 
a broken Conſtitution. | 

The Reſt of the Fortifications, they ſay, will be 
very regular and ſtrong, when they are finiſhed ; but 
when that will be, other People muſt inform you. 
No one here can pretend to calculate the Time, any 
more, than they can aſſign a Reaſon, why we have 
had no Ammunition in the Town to defend it in 
Caſe of a Surprize: we preſume indeed, it was be- 
cauſe there have been ſuch vaſt Sums of ſecret Ser- 


vice Money ſo well diſpoſed of, that our Enemies, 


either abroad or at Home, will certainly give us 
timely notice, to furniſh the Garriſon with every 
Thing neceſſary: and tho? it has been frequent with 


us to have Fifty Men of War laid up in our Har- 


bour, 


„ 
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bour, and their Stores in the Dock Yard, we place 
ſo great a Dependance upon the Vigilance of 
our Superiors aloft, that we take no Notice of the 
Deficiency, qorichanding ang of us have very 
good Salaries for that very Purpoſe. 

I have now finiſhed, in the moſt conciſe Manner 
I could, this Deſcription of our famous Town; and 
before my Reader proceeds to paſs Judgment upon 
it, let me deſire him to attend to the following Story 
of two honeſt Tars I was acquainted with in my 
Youth.———They were in a Room together, where 
ſome Boards lay higher by two Feet than the Floor: 
one of them. walking on the higheſt Board, the 
other ſays, Bob, I have followed you through all 
the Shoe-Makers Shops you have. uſed theſe three 
Years, and curſed them all for not making my Shoes 
like your but never found out the Reaſon 
they were not ſo, till this Minute why * 
it, I ſee the Fault is in my Foot. | 

If, therefore, any peculiar Oddity appears in my 
Performance; I beg it may be confidered, that Fam 
Juſt in the Caſe with the Shoemaker, who could not 
make a neat SHos, to fit a particular migſbapen 


Foor. 
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